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island of Mochlos, not far off, was in Minoan days not an island at all but a peninsula, joined
to the land by a small isthmus, on either side of which was a harbour. And on the
larger isle of Pseira, off the coast, which of course was always an island, the houses
of the ancient town descend from the hill into the sea, and from a boat one can look
down into the dwellings of the Minoan inhabitants.

' The cemetery seems to have continued in use from very early times down to the
L.M. I. period. The discovery of child burials in B.M. III . pots, a small oval larnax of
apparently the same date, and a few stone vases of the eai'ly type sufficed to show that
the first burials were contemporary with those discovered at Mochlos, Pseira, and the
Gournia cemetery at Sphoungaras.' But ' whereas at Mochlos and Pseira the greater
number of graves dated from the E.M. period, here the M.M. I., M.M. III., and early
L.M. I. periods play the most important, part in the history of the cemetery.' As at
Sphoungaras, and in contrast to Mochlos and Pseira, the paucity of small objects found
with the dead is notable ; the majority of burial jars containing nothing but fragmentary
human remains. No seal-stones were found. Mr. Seager gives some admirable repro-
ductions of the best burial jars, which add many fine examples of Minoan ceramic
decoration to the great number already known. The jar with the shoal of dolphins
(Plate XIV.) is very fine, and Mr. Seager with it publishes, by permission of Sir Arthur
Evans, who has not yet published it himself, the splendid fresco of dolphins and fish
found in the Palace of Knossos. Both are of the M.M. III. period. Another good
dolphin vase, of the transition from M.M. III . to L.M. I., is published in colour on
Plate IX. Of all the vases published in the twenty-one plates the photographs and
colour reproductions are excellent.

A notable feature of the necropolis is the evidence of the disregard of the Minoans
for the graves of their forebears that it shows. Earlier interments were ruthlessly broken
up and shoved out of the way to make room for new ones. The burials were primary,
that is to say, the bodies were placed in the jar soon after death and left there, trussed
up in a sitting position. They were put into the jars head downwards, and the jar was
then placed on the ground bottom up. All the jars are small, and considerable force
must have been used to cram the bodies into them. Secondhand or broken jars were
often considered good enough for the dead. There was apparently no mark above
ground of the existence of a cemetery.

We gain an interesting insight into the burial customs of the lesser folk of Minoan
days from this excavation, and on this account it is worthy of special remark.

H. H.

Hittite Seals, with particular reference to the Ashmolean Collection.
By D. G. HOGARTH. Pp. 108, folio, 10 plates, 115 text-illustrations. Oxford : The
University Press, 1920. £3 13s. 6d.

Mr. Hogarth in this handsomely printed and illustrated volume has published the
remarkable collection of Hittite or Syro-Cappadocian seals in the Ashmolean Museum,
which he has made the most important in existence. In the ten photographic plates at
the end of the book 336 seals of this collection are finely reproduced, and in the text
115 other examples are illustrated, chiefly from the British Museum collection. We
have now for the first time an adequate publication of these interesting monuments of
the early art of Asia Minor and Northern Syria, with an illuminating commentary by
Mr. Hogarth, which in many respects throws new light upon various debated questions
as to the meaning of their engraved designs and as to their date. With regard to their
origin there is no question at issue. They are what Mr. Hogarth shortly calls ' the
Hittite Glyptic,' the glyptic art of the remarkable early people of Anatolia and Northern
Syria which has been conclusively identified with the Kheta or Khatti of the Egyptians
and Mesopotamians, the ' Children of Heth' or Hittites of the Bible, whose remarkable
monuments from Boghaz Keui, Yasili Kaya, Euyuk, Carchemish, and elsewhere, with
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their peculiar hieroglyphic inscriptions, have recently been republished in a handy form
in Dr. A. E. Cowley's Schweich Lectures for 1918. The Hittite hieroglyphs not seldom
appear upon the seals, and the whole fades of their designs demonstrably belongs to the
same art as the greater monuments associated with the Hittites. They show also, as was
to be expected, many points of contact with Minoan glyptic art on the one side and with
Babylonian on the other, nor in the later examples are Egyptian influences indiscernible.
The existence, which is now certain, of a Semitic Babylonian population in the cis-
Taurus region (the district of Argaeus and Caesarea Mazaca, the modern Kaisariyeh), as
early as the time of the Dynasty of Ur ' of the Chaldees,' about 2,500 B.C., which was later
extinguished, no doubt by the Hittites, gives us the reason of the strong Babylonian
elements in Hittite glyptic. Mr. Hogarth also makes several interesting references to
the hypothetical Minoan-Hittite Mischktinst of the Eastern Keftians of Cilicia, where, in
all probability, the land of Alashiya so often mentioned in the Egyptian inscriptions and
in the cuneiform Tell-el-Amarna letters is to be placed. And this mixed art is closely
connected with the early art of Cyprus, where from the fifteenth or fourteenth century B.C.
onwards we see occidental and oriental artistic elements always contending for the
mastery. One speaks of this presumably Cilician art as hypothetical, because no ex-
cavations have as yet been carried out in Cilicia which would give us archaeological
authority for so describing it. There can, however, be little doubt that, if ever in the
future excavations are made, presumably now under French auspices, in Oilicia, the 8trata'
of the later Bronze Age will yield the characteristic seals, ivory carvings, and other
objects, hitherto found chiefly in Syria, in Cyprus or in Egypt, which are on many cogent
grounds to be assigned to Cilicia as their place of origin. To distinguish the products of
this mixed art from those of the fine Hittite style is a study of the greatest interest, and it
is to be hoped that Mr. Hogarth will later on publish a study of the works of the
presumed Cilician style, to which many of the supposed Minoan objects discovered in
Cyprus and in Egypt should in reality belong. So far as the genuinely Hittite art is
concerned, he has in this commentary on the seals written a most useful study of its
characteristics as revealed in the domain of smaller objects, and his chapter on the
' Dating and Local Origin' of the seals furnishes conclusive arguments for the dating
of the larger monuments, which will commend themselves to all who understand matters
of artistic style, and do not need the authority of an inscription to tell them the
approximate date of an ancient work of art. H. H.

L'Hellenisme primitif de la Macedoine prouv6 par la Numismatique et
l'Or d u Pang6e. Par J. N. SVORONOS. Pp. 262, with 19 Plates and Map,
no Index. Paris : Leroux ; Athens : Eleftheroudakis. 1919.

One of the chief faults of this book is apparent in its title. If the author had realised
that to demonstrate the Hellenic character of the population inhabiting North-Eastern
Macedonia two thousand years ago does not assist the solution of present-day political
problems he might have produced a more scientific work. This is not to say that the
book is mere propaganda ; there is too much special pleading ; conclusions based on far
too slender grounds are continually used as springboards for further plunges ; but if the
reader will persevere to the end of the book in spite of its haphazard arrangement and
too numerous wrong references he will find that his ideas have had a thorough shake up
and that several attributions which he had hitherto accepted without question are none
too well grounded.

The work falls into two parts : in the first (of which the substance has already
appeared in the Journal International d'Archiologie Numismatique for 1913), the author
takes the series of archaic silver coins recognised by numismatists generally as being of
Thraco-Macedonian origin—some of them inscribed with the names of more or less




